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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Fetal Hope Foundation Forms Partnership with the 
National Heartstrings Infant Loss Support Group 

 

 (February 26, 2007-- Denver, Colorado)  When you lose someone you love it is sometimes 

too hard to take when your world seems to be turned upside down and inside out.  The need to 

share with others your grief and to understand that you don’t have to go through this alone is an 

important aspect in the healing process.  Luckily, there are organizations out there ready and 

willing to offer their support and to help anyone that is experiencing such a terrible loss.  

Heartstrings Pregnancy & Infant Loss Support Group, based in Greensboro, North Carolina, 

provides many resources, online and one-to-one support and offers encouragement for many 

people across the U.S.   This unique organization was born out of the personal loss of twin infants 

to Twin-to-Twin-Transfusion Syndrome in the spring of 2004.  The founder struggled through the 

days and months that followed and became determined that no one should have to face the loss 

of their baby alone. With the encouragement of Kids Path® in Greensboro, North Carolina, and 

several other area agencies and bereaved parents, Heartstrings Pregnancy Infant Loss Support 

Group was formed. 

Recently, the Fetal Hope Foundation, a national nonprofit organization providing support 

and information to families affected by Twin-to-Twin Transfusion Syndrome (TTTS) a potentially 

life-threatening condition in pregnancy that exists when blood passes disproportionately between  

twins with a shared placenta, as recently featured on ABC’s PrimeTime Medical Mysteries and 

those affected by other fetal distresses and syndromes.  Fetal Hope’s mission is to also fund 

research efforts, increase awareness and be an outlet for leading medical information pertaining  
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to fetal distresses and syndromes. They are all about arming families with information to save 

their baby's lives.  TTTS can strike at any time in a pregnancy with twins or multiples that share a 

placenta.  With TTTS, babies share blood vessels, which cause one baby to receive an overflow 

of blood and nutrients while the other receives little to none.  Both babies are at risk from either 

heart failure or anemia.  There are no guarantees with any available treatment but no treatment is 

almost always a guarantee of loss.  Because TTTS alone kills twice as many babies per year as 

does SIDS (Sudden Infant Death Syndrome) yet most of the population has never heard of TTTS, 

sadly, that means today 15 babies died from TTTS. 

 

 “Forming a partnership with Heartstrings Pregnancy & Infant Loss Support Group will allow 

our Foundation to direct people that have suffered a loss because of TTTS and other fetal 

syndromes to a place where they are dedicated to helping people through their difficult time by 

providing them with the resources and one-to-one personal support they need,” says Lonnie 

Somers, Executive Director and Founder of the Fetal Hope Foundation.  Somers and his wife 

have two beautiful four-year-old twin girls who were actually saved from TTTS by ground breaking 

in-utero fetal surgery.  Their efforts and dedication have lead to the launch of the Fetal Hope 

Foundation and to the newly national TTTS Race for Hope 5K Run/Walk series with events slated 

in Denver, Charlotte, Los Angeles, Seattle, Tampa and Houston.    

 

“We are extremely honored to partner with Heartstrings and provide this additional service 

for people that need this kind of help,” adds Somers.  “We are thankful that there is an 

organization out there truly dedicated to helping those who have suffered a loss of a baby and we 

look forward to a long lasting relationship with this wonderful organization, to us, it just makes 

perfect sense.”   You can learn more about Heartstrings Infant Loss Support Group by visiting 

them online at www.heartstringsgso.org.  For more information about the Fetal Hope Foundation 

and the national series TTTS Race for Hope visit them at www.fetalhope.org or call 1-877-789-

HOPE!                                                                        
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