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News Release: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
The National Charity TTTS Race for Hope is Coming to 
Charlotte’s Freedom Park on Saturday, November 18th 

 

 (November 2, 2006--Charlotte, North Carolina)  Did you know that Twin-to-Twin-

Transfusion Syndrome or TTTS, alone kills twice as many babies per year as does SIDS 

(Sudden Infant Death Syndrome), yet most of the population has never even heard of this 

syndrome?  Did you also know that Charlotte will host one of the largest charity races in the 

United States directly supporting TTTS and other fetal distress syndromes?  TTTS is a potentially 

life-threatening condition in pregnancy that exists when blood passes disproportionately between 

twins with a shared placenta, as recently featured on ABC’s PrimeTime Medical Mysteries.  On 

Saturday, November 18, 2006 from 9:00 am to 12 noon, at Charlotte’s Freedom Park join 

more than 500 runners, walkers and others affected by Twin-to-Twin Transfusion Syndrome in the 

1st Annual TTTS Race for Hope. The race is a 5K Run/Walk benefiting the Fetal Hope 

Foundation and TTTS. 

 

As the race benefits an issue dealing with multiple births, many parents of multiples clubs 

from around North and South Carolina will be there to lend their support for a cause affecting 

identical twins in utero. The race will begin with a free Kids Fun Run, will be followed by the 5K 

main event, and will end with a Family Festival and Sponsor Expo. Many sponsors will be 

available to provide information on their services, such as Diamond Springs, massages by Katie  
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Massage, an ATV raffle by Pethel’s Used Cars, and carnival games hosted by the Charlotte 

Mothers of Multiples and the North Carolina Mothers of Multiples. Other activities at the Family 

Festival include a moon bounce, face painting, activities sponsored by The Little Gym, goodie 

bags, and a special visit from Santa. 

 

All proceeds from the day’s events will benefit the Fetal Hope Foundation.  The mission of 

the Fetal Hope Foundation and the TTTS Race for Hope is to provide support and information 

to families affected by the condition, to fund research efforts, to increase awareness, and be an 

outlet for leading medical information pertaining to fetal distresses and syndromes. The 

Foundation is all about arming families with information to save their babys’ lives.  The founders of 

the Fetal Hope Foundation and TTTS Race for Hope, Lonnie and Michelle Somers have two 

beautiful three year old girls who were saved from TTTS by ground breaking in-utero fetal 

surgery. 

 

To learn more about the Fetal Hope Foundation or the 1st Annual TTTS Race for Hope 

national series in Charlotte on Saturday, November 18, 2006 at Freedom Park, please visit 

www.fetalhope.org or call Fetal Hope Foundation at 1-877-789-HOPE. 

X X X 

 

 Media note:   The race founder and Executive Director of Fetal Hope Foundation, Lonnie Somers, along with Charlotte 

Race Director and mother of TTTS survivors, Talitha McGuinness and family, Tom Terwilliger, and other dignitaries will 

be available for interviews with members of the media, prior to, and at the TTTS Race for Hope.  Please check in at the 

media tent the day of the event for a press kit.  To schedule an interview, please contact Christa Reed, Publicity 

Producers at 970-377-1392 or email Christa@publicityproducers.com. 


